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(54) ELECTRONIC STILL CAMERA 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To record a large number of consecutive 
photographing of pictures in a memory using the 
conventional recording medium and to increase the 
capacity of consecutive photographing by providing a 
consecutive photographing mode reading the thinning- 
out picture element of the solid-state image pickup 
element to be recorded after A/D conversion. 
CONSTITUTION: A mode changeover signal source 19 
specifies a consecutive mode, setting number, time, and 
speed of consecutive photographing. With this setting of 
condition, a system control circuit 16 judges the capacity 
of an unused area of a semiconductor memory card 15 
and decides the way of thinning the picture element of a 
solid-state image pickup element 12 to direct a driving 

circuit 18 controlling the readout of the element 12. Thus, the reading of the element 12 is 
performed to output picture signal (reduction picture signal) for thinning picture elements. The 
signal is amplified and A/D-converted to be recorded as reduction picture data in a card 15. 
Thus, a large number of picture signals can be recorded in the card 15 without increasing 
operation speed of the entire camera system. 
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